os, 


Article appeared 
on page A-1,6 _ 


What Were Those Mysterious 


Ne, 


= ane Ward Sinelaix- and Art Harris 
a o Wastington Post Stal Writers” : 
‘During two weeks in 1975, a string 
of the nation's supersensitive- nuclear 
missile launch sites. and bember beet 
were visited by unidentified, low-fly- 
ing and elusive objects, according ‘to: 
Defense Department reports.’ - i ee 
The sightings, made visually, ‘and om 
radar by air and ground’ crews. and- 
sabotage-~alert.. Forces; occurred. at in< 
stallations im ‘Montana; Michigan and: 
Maine, and led to extensive: ‘but: unsuce 
cessful Air Force attempts: to. fael 
and detain the objects... oe Se 
‘Air Foree:and Defense. Department 
records variously. describe-the: objects 
- 25 -hebicopters,; aircraft;;unknown- én 

‘tities and brightly lighted,.fast-moving, 
; vehicles~ that hovered - oven-nuclear 
' weapons storage. arsas ands evaded. 5 
‘pursuit : efforts... - tne z 
“In several instances,. eee base” "se — 
“curity. had beem penetrated, the Airs 
Force sent fighter. planes and: air-2 
borne command planes<aioft. to- carry 
on the unsuccessful pursuit. The ree: 
ords do not indicate-it the: -fighters: 
fired on the intruders... a a eae 
‘The documents. also“ give*no indiea- 
tion that the airspace imeursions pro-* 
voked much more than- Tocat command: 
concern. - “e ph fevk: ; 
But-a Nov. 11, i973: “directive: from 
the office of the secretary of the Air. 
Force instructed: public information 
staffers to avoid linking-the- scattered 
Sightings unless specifically asked. +: 
-An-Air Force press~- officer ‘whore 
-deals with UFO ingniries’said-‘he could’ . 
‘have.no “comment. yesterday: an. quess 
tions about. generak. security: and. mili-y 
tary restonses related: to.the Tash’. of 
ieee at. Strategic. Anstallations “inj 

re anes cnte Sa mano 

: -The Defense, “Department ‘pésitio ay 
“ited im that memo and reiterated. yes 
‘Sterday by a departmental. spokesman, 
jis that formal investigation of uniden- 
tified flying obeets’ (UFOs). ended” in! 
“1969 and that there were-no plans for 
"renewed Air- Foree: investigation.’ ae 
“Yet another Air Force intelligence 
‘report indicated extensive’ interest ‘in} 
“a 1976 incident over Iram, when' two 
Tranian Air Force F4 Phantom fighter 
-planes were scrambled to encounter’a 
. brightly laa hee in the: skies 
' .near Tehran. - iy a dee: 
.That object was’ sckek by Tranian= 
7 Seotind radar, seen ‘independently: by 
‘the crew of a commercial airliner and 
“pursued by the F4, which, according to 
the report, experien or OVE PTE | 
‘of their electronic Communications 
devices when: they neared the object- 
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“The report, compiled by American’ 
officials, said that the ‘electronics 
weapons system of one of the planes: 
went dead when its pilot prepared to 
fire an AIM9 missile at a smaller ob- 
ject that appeared to roar out from| 
the larger vehicle. ‘>: : 

The planes’ electronic equipment 
‘reportedly: became. operative ‘atter 
they. veered. away, from the smaller ob-| 
ject, which:had returned. to the larger 

light,” the - ‘report:: said.” Iranians d 
scribed: the-larger object, with: co. 


Lored; fast-flashing: lights, as a size of : 


a Boeing 707 jetliner: 5 0‘ 

*-The information or. the. 1973 ane 
"1976 sightingsrecords from the Air 
Force and the North American Air 
‘Defense Command (VORAD)— was 
turned over to Ground Saucer Watch 
(GSW), a Phoenix-based organization 
that monitors UFO reports. .. 

“GSW obtained the “information 
‘trough a freedom-of- Information re- 
quest to the Air Force,’one of a num- 
ber it has made to government agen- 
cies involved in UFO investigations. 

A similar request to the ClA, made 
‘both by. GSW and The Washington 
Post, resulted in. the CIA's turning 
over almost 900 pages of documents 
related. to its monitoring ch UFO re 
ports since the 1950s... 

The CIA was directed by a aU, Ss. Dis- 
trict Court judge here last. year to 
turn over to Ground -Saucer Watch} 
UFO data unrelated to national secu- 
Tit 

The agency, according to Gsw otfi- 
‘cialg and attorneys, apparently has 
jwithhald some- UFO records, and 
:GSW says it intends to seek: farther 
‘eourt action im the case. ..io50.n~ ete 
[The Air Force and. other federa 
military . and intelligence “agencies 
‘have. maintained consistently © tha’ 
sightings of . unidentified - flying: -0' 
jects have logical. explanations—tha’ 
the UFOs are Rccilge visitors from an- 
“other ‘world. 72" -" atta ets 

The-CIA:: ancuinents: ‘ares largely 
collection of worldwide intelligence 
reports, newspaper articles . an 
agency memoranda relating to UFO 
isightings and theories of extraterre 
fejal life. * es 7 ery Re. ass 

f.The CLA’S: position: reiterated “y 
"tenday-by a spokesman, is that it ha 
had no involvement with UFOs since 
1953, when a special study panel cor 
cluded that they presented: no threat 
to national security, “ise! S542- 

While memos. from as ‘tecently as 
1977 are included in the 879 pages, the 
CIA spokesman said the agency con 
‘tinues. to be “a passive recipient” o 


terial is analy7ed. we. eae 
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“Todd Zechel,“a GSW: investigator 
‘and director of another organizaton, 
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy, said.i 
“We've had to pry loose every item of} 
information we hava, I am inclined ta: 
believe the government doesn’t know 
any more about UFOs than ws do, bu 
if UFOs are what they say—uothing— 
‘why dan’t- shee Open their. files 
jtotally?” lee yikes 
= Zechel and ‘William Spauldtag, 2 
Phoenix . engineer: and director 0 
GSW, said that Defensa, the Ai Forced 
and the National. Security “Agericy: 
.(NSA) have-refused to turn over cer” 

‘tain other ‘information that would! 
shed: more light on: military encoun- 
ters with unidentified flying objects. * 

Zechel, a former NSA employe who. 
now lives in Wisconsin, said that the 
1973 incidents around the missile and 
bomber facilities would not have been 
revealed had it not been for a “leale”. 
from a Pentagon source... _ | 

That tip, be said, led to the. inicoma: 
tion request that produced the reports 
on the “flap,” as a. rash of UFO inci 
dents is called, in the last days. of Oc. 
tober and the. first: ‘twa weeks of eal 


vem LOTS. ne: 7 

“The Air Force and ‘wORAD’ data. 
‘provided: detailed. accounts of sight 
-ings of unexplained. objects from Lor- 
ing Air Force Base- in, Mains, Wurt 
‘smith AFB in Michigan ‘aud MM. . 
strom AFB in Montana, all within ,a 
two-week period... 

At those and. other ‘pitsatiotautichs 
ing sites in the nerthern tier of states, 
‘military personnel reported that the 
objects hovered over nuclear weapons 
storage areas, ix some cases as low as 
10 feet, from. the ‘ground, and, missile 
silos, before’ they: ‘departed, "2. 

: The reports referred to the objects 
‘in some “cases: “as “helicopters,”" “al 
‘though: no:- witness Sade a positive: 
identification: The sounds the obj 
emitted were described as being simi : 
lar to helicopternoises.. see F304 

¢: In one: such} instance, . om ‘Nov7, 
1975, .-- at. -Malmstrom -+ AFB, Capt: 
Thomas W:. O’Brien,.who had just left 
‘duty as a missile:launech officer; sai 
an aircraft resembling.a helicopter a 
proached the silo area.. |. .4 
. He and his deputy. heard” what they 
‘thought was“a: ‘helicopter: rotor over 
‘the building where they’ were resting. 
‘The unidentified.deputy looked -out 
‘the window and saw “the silhouette of 
a large’ aircraft hovering about 10 to 
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